
LICENSING BOARD

Minutes of the meeting held on 7 January 2020 at 10.00 am in Council Chamber, Council 
Offices, Cecil Street, Margate, Kent.

Present: Councillor Sam Bambridge (Chairman); Councillors Rogers, Currie, 
Dexter, Green, Potts, M Saunders, Scobie, Wing and Wright

In Attendance: Councillor Shrubb

484. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence.

485. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest.

486. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

It was proposed by Councillor Currie, proposed by Councillor Potts and Members agreed 
the minutes as correct record of the Licensing Board meeting held on 19 November 
2020.

487. LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES 

It was proposed by Councillor Currie, seconded by Councillor Wright and Members 
agreed the minutes a correct record of the Licensing Sub-Committee meeting held on 10 
December 2019.

488. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 

It was proposed by Councillor Wing, seconded by Councillor Green and Members 
agreed:

That the public and press be excluded from the meeting on agenda items 6 and 7 as they 
contain exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 4 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the 
Local Government Act 1972 (as amended).

489. LICENCE TO DRIVE PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES 

Alison Stocker, Licensing Officer presented the report.

Members asked questions of the Licensing Officer.

The Applicant addressed the Board

Members asked questions of the Applicant.

Further to debate, the Licensing Board agreed:

This was an application for a licence to drive a Hackney Carriage.
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The issue before the Licensing board for determination was whether or not the applicant 
is a fit and proper person to hold a licence to drive a Hackney carriage, following his 
conviction for assault occasioning actual bodily harm in November 2019.

We heard from the Council's Licensing officer, from the applicant himself and we have 
had sight of a Pre-Sentence Report prepared by the Probation Service.

We note that the applicant has held a licence to drive either a Private Hire Vehicle or a 
Hackney Carriage since 2008 and that this conviction is the first matter relating to an 
offence of violence to come before this Licensing Board in those 12 years.

We are satisfied, unanimously, that the applicant remains a fit and proper person to hold 
a licence to drive a Hackney Carriage.  Accordingly his licence is now reinstated.

However, the Licensing Board will be giving the applicant a formal written warning in 
respect of his conduct.  It is important that applicant appreciates that may have his 
licence permanently revoked should he commit any further offences. 

490. LICENCE TO DRIVE PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES 

Alison Stocker, Licensing Officer presented the report.

The Applicant addressed the Board

Members asked questions of the Applicant.

Further to debate, the Licensing Board agreed:

This was an application for a licence to drive a Private Hire Vehicle.

The issue before the Licensing Board was whether or not the applicant is a fit and proper 
person to hold a licence to drive a Private Hire Vehicle.  

We have heard evidence about an offence involving social security fraud which was 
committed by the applicant in 2011.  We noted that this conviction is now more than 8 
years old.  

We were impressed by the applicant's determination to become employed and by the 
four character references which were supplied on her behalf.  

In all the circumstances; we are satisfied that the applicant is a fit and proper person to 
hold a licence to drive a Private Hire Vehicle.  Accordingly, we grant this licence for a full 
year.

Meeting concluded : 11.05am


